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Synopsis

They destroy plant diseases. They break down toxins. They plough the earth. They transform
forests. They’ve survived two mass extinctions, including the one that wiped out the dinosaur. Not
bad for a creature that’s deaf, blind, and spineless. Who knew that earthworms were one of our
planet’'s most important caretakers? Or that Charles Darwin devoted his last years to studying their
remarkable achievements?Inspired by Darwin, Amy Stewart takes us on a subterranean adventure.
Witty, offbeat, charming, and ever curious, she unearths the complex web of life beneath our feet
and investigates the role earthworms play in cutting-edge science-from toxic cleanups to the study

of regeneration.
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Customer Reviews

| had no desire to read about worms, but I've read Amy Stewart’s Kopp series, enjoyed those
novels, and thought I'd give this book a chance. (It didn’t hurt that my local librarian mentioned
enjoying this book as well.)Did | like this book? Yes! Am | surprised? Maybe, a little. The subject
matter wasn’t on my list of things to learn about, EARTHWORMS, and yet the writing was so
enjoyable, | would recommend this book to others. | would throw this book into the cosy/nonfiction
category. The writing is similar to books written by Mary Roach, one of my favorite authors.This
book would be suitable for young adults and older. A very pleasant read. A good book when you'd
like to learn something, but don’t want to get into anything too heavy. This book is the literary

equivalent of Fig Newton’s at snack time. | have new respect for the earthworms in my garden. | will



certainly read other nonfiction books by this author, as well as her stories about the Kopp sisters.

This book by Amy Stewart lacks some of the dry wit and excellent illustrations of her later books, but
is non-the-less filled with facts about a subject we just don’t know enough about - the earthworms of
our gardens and crops. Amy gets the message across that we sadly take worms for granted (if at
all), but they are as important to us as mycelium or bees for providing good soil and abundant
harvests. Underground and out of sight, they aerate the soil, digest and produce compost and are
part of the important food cycle ecology. Makes you wonder the effect of non-organic approaches

on diminishing yields by poisoning these workhorses of nature.

| havenA¢A A™t reviewed any of my reading in several months. Since | visited my frozen
earthworms out in the shed recently, IA¢A A™ve decided to begin with Amy StewartA¢A A™s book.
| loved The Earth Moved: on the Remarkable Achievements of Earthworms in the same way that |
love my frozen earthworms. It was surprising to find someone else who had the same earthy
interest in those small, wiggly creatures. The fact that theyA¢A A™re not all so small was also a
surprise. The book is filled with interesting stories and facts. Would it surprise you to know that there
are giant worms living under the soil in some places, like Oregon and Australia? Did you know that
Darwin kept and studied worms in his senior years?Reading the book gave me a new respect and
understanding for the residents of my A¢A A"worm farmA¢A A™. They help the earth, but at times
can also be a danger. However, none of it is intentional. They just do what worms do, which is a lot
more than | ever realized. IA¢A A™m wondering if any of the worms in my worm farm will survive
this cold winter. If they donAg¢A A™t, IA¢A A™m seriously thinking about not raising any more little
garbage eaters. | donA¢A A™t think of them in the same way after reading he Earth Moved: on the

Remarkable Achievements of Earthworms. It was definitely a significant read!

| have no idea why | bought this book. | do like to garden, but an not especially organic about it. | do
have a compost pile, and have sort of watched my local earthworm population over the years with
about the same level of interest as the local ladybug population. They are there, | think they are
doing good, but not really all that interested.---The Good Points---* Amy Stewart seems to know her
worms. She is certainly full of knowledge and opinions on what worms do, how they do it, where
they do it, and why they do it.* | never really thought | cared, but the book just sort of sucks you in.
Now that | know that bananas are one of the worms favorite food, it sort of makes carrying the

scraps out to the compost pile, including banana peels, somewhat more rewarding. Bon Appetite,



little guys!™ There was quite a bit of info in the book that | hadn’'t been exposed to before, and it was
written in such a way that | ended up reading it.---The Not So Good Points---* My biggest criticism is
that the material is not referenced. In some cases, Stewart identifies an authority in the narrative for
her information. In others she indicates direct observation. But in the majority of her narrative, the
earthworm facts are presented without attribution. | have no doubt that Stewart knows a great deal
about them, and would by 90% confident in anything she said, but the book does not stand as a
reference source. | admit being somewhat picky about this issue, but | am careful about what | read
because | do not like to remember someone’s opinion as a "fact". For example, the book makes a
statement about cases where earthworms can actually be harmful to an environment. To me that is
an interesting little tidbit, and one | am likely to remember and repeat. The problem is | don’t really
know if this is Stewart’s opinion, a common perception among earthworm observers, a current
scientific theory, or a proven fact.---Summary--- am glad | read the book, and enjoyed it far more
that | thought | would. | appreciate any book that stimulates my interest in new topics, and based on
that criteria, the book is a success. In a way it makes me feel better knowing that my little vegetable

garden has a staff of thousands of hardworking little gardeners working for me.
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